A   BRASS   HAT   IN   NO   MAN'S   LA N D
going back to get it and to pay it out across no man's
land as 1 go back. If it's not quite long enough
1 shall join it to another. You must keep with me,
otherwise there may be confusion, as we must both
go into our line together at the same place, our
sentries will shoot if not/ We proceed on hands
and knees until the crawl is necessary. I secure the
string and make my way back to the line. The string
is not nearly long enough, for we have to return
obliquely ia order to get in at our prearranged
place; but I tie another ball to it and all Is well
Once inside the line the task is easy, I walk along
the fire steps towards the right, holding the string
and winding up all the time, for the distance between
me and the German sentry becomes less and less
as 1 go south. Directly I find 1 have to pay out
string again, as I go along, I know I am directly
opposite the German sentry. I now secure the string
to our parapet. Such a device is only possible from
inside our trenches when the parapet is a good deal
above the wire, but there are other adaptations to
meet other cases.
The hour for stand-to has approached. The men
fal in, routine is carried on and rum is issued^ while
1 plot off the right angle to the German'sentry from
the numbered bay on my trench map. I ask Army
to come to breakfast with me. On the way the boy
me if I think the rum ration is a good thing.
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